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Texas Voice Sounds Californiaj

San Francisco rock group playing In Chet
Helim's Avalon ballroom. Both Helms and Trav-
is Rivers {then manager of Rig Brother, now
cilled Mother

By ROGE BAKER
Cepyright The Chicago Tribune
“MONTEREY PCE," the documeniary
made at the very suceessinl reek music festival
held in Montercy, Calif., during the summer of

tured on film. With the last wail still reverber-
ating through the sound system, the camera
cuwts Lo Cass, There can be no mistake that
what she is mouthing is a long, low “Wow!"
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manager of anolher group
Farth) knew Janis from her home state, Texas,

where she grew up in an oldest-daughter-of-a-
fairly-well-to-do-family, town-beatnik, college-
classculler syndrome, making the rounds sing
ing blues and folk, drinking and living a kot. A

Jants Joplin i3 far from unknown today,
almosl Lwo years laler, but there's slill not
much improvement that anyone could make on
that supreme compliment from the then-reign-

1067, has an < ortr segment showing Cass Elliott
of the Mamas and the Papas singing for ail she
is worth. At the tims of the festival (which
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F ;t' H&‘{‘;iﬁg;“&gfgg&fg_ Remember king  Atlantle  “Johnny Winter” (Columbla) yion — or say tial she's not able to feel the

| fgge Mike became a superstar which lost out in the bidding? and “The Progressive Blues me omotions as the old-ime blues bellers —
Hs played with B. B. King Well, It went down to Texas, Fuxperiment” (Imperial) is ev- 5"t show scant comprehension of the kind of

l befors B. B. was kznov;'n ot too, and found a man who had olation, The imperial Is an person Janis really is.

' sid the black club circuit some tapes of Johnny Winler earlier record, und Johnny's Yet there scems almost 4 trend among a
“However, Johany never that had been made a long  improved since then, certain seyrment of music industry people to-

. went anywhere. He just stayed time 250 a"? mever beer pul He's kept the same backup et ¢ closed nind on the Joplin mystique. Tis
in Texag and plaved the biaes ot a record, The man also had  men, Tommy Shannon on bass power bothers some poeople, who perhaps need

Py ¢ some kind of contract with —und John Turner on drums. gome engy way Ll dismiss it AS casy as any-
MEANWIILE, other people Johnny. Atlantic bought hoth  The Columbia does feature iJring 15 0 see her g g CD}JECI‘.'

wera leaving Texas and goin and it now claims fo live the  some guests on 4 few of the Talking to Janis can expel that notion rath-
to San Fr'l%ciqt:o;.l‘mie T{)g onl:v lega! conlract. culs, but essentially, it has the . :‘apizllyc.‘w'he's the Jind of person who, at the
Hn.  Bie 4{’rn‘lher rand ltt!;; That's the story of Johany  same good country biues, re- Aragon I '(‘ihlc:lgn A year age last spring,
Holdi ® e el e Si Winter up to nme, |t aalurally  corded much better of course. ionked around a drossing room full of dilt
DO ;Ing "Ompim}'g v Hc;[\ o raises this question: What  Despile the tremendois mon- “hip™ chalter and qfljfl. Ty wanna gy st
“‘?50 a;’g %'“,r;%[- ﬂ[b*' EVE Kind of music dogs ke play, ey aad publicity thal have g 0. fm;i lnlklabm'rr‘ g s |
}elinggs, grnlzt'not %h‘}my.wame anyway? i}‘?ﬁr{lm.sz",l{zn?.ﬁm,?fl;?{f&ndmrzi'}'{; You do po somewhere, and she offers you

0w day Tollng Some 8y ANSWER i iack — hmselr Sy iy L Sge o, BT Soutfer Comfor, (S

preceded her departure from the top quartoet},
there was no one i the entire business who
was kigeer than Mama Cass — in terms «f
commercial sueress or sheer poundage,
Cass-shows up a little later in the film_ 1eo,
but this time she's m the crowd, watching,
instead of on stape. She stares transfixed as an
unknownt gir! singer belts out what is probably

ing queen of [emale vecalists. The long seg-
ment, with Janis doing the “Big Mama” Willie
Mae Tharnton tune, “Eall and Chain," generally
draws a burst of applause from moviegoers.

~ MONTUREY was the turning point 1o Jan-
a7 career. Just & year belore, she had started

the most powerful vocal rendition ever cap- singing with Biz Brolher and the Holding Co., a

Winter Just Keeps
On Playing Back Home

By AL RUDIS

& Chicage S5Sun-Times

ONCE UPON a time in Tex- -

ag, there was a guilar player
named Johnny Winter. He was
not very good-tooking, He was
an albino with pink eyes and
shocking white hair, He was
also cross-eyed.

But Johpay dide't let that
bother him. He liked to play
the blues and he was good at

magazine aboul rock and pop
muysic, decided to do an arhi-
cle on all ihe wonderful San
rancisco  people  who  had
come from Texas amd what
they were hke amd where
they came {rom and why they
left,

Quite a fow of these Texas
people remembersd  Johany
Winter and said to Rolling
Stone something like: “[f you
think we're goed, you should
sea Johnny Winier. He's belter
than almost everybody and
he's stall xicking arpunil Texas
going nowhere.”

ent. First, along came {mperi.
al Records, which didn't bid
anything hu! went down to
Texas and found a record
Johnny had cut for a Iittle
company called Sonobeat.

Imperial bought the whole
company and released “The
Progressive Blues Kxperi
meat” almost at the same
time Columbia released 1s
“Johmny Wiater."

jet black. In Nashville, while

he was recording the Colum-
hia ulbum, they referred to it
as pitk-eyed sou). Call it
cross-eyed soul, too, i[ you
like, but it’s nothing exotic.

In Johnny Winter, we have a
master musical technictan and
grufl-voiced vocalist who can
really wail the blues; his ap-
pearance may be bizarce, .but
hts genivs s basic,

The chiel difference betwoen

sort of a happy ending.

HEALTH TIPS

Curve Balls Can Be

Injurimns to Players

By DR, GEORGE WILLEFORD
AP NewsTeafures
DEAR DR, WILLEFORD:
Our high schonl hasehal!

knowes whal hie's talking about,
Fold your curve balls for a
year or two.

DEAR DR, WILLEFORD: |

typo in the New York Times once described her
as a “25-year-old rynamo from Port Arthur,
Texas™™ and that somehow sums her up prelty
well.

Like Mama Cass and Nina Simone, Janis js

not exactly what a girl-watcher would lerm N

pretty. Bul, as with them, her very homeliness
fias won her hosts of admirers who see heyond

surface beauty. ()t would be fascirating to rend 48

1 survey on the psychological impact that Cass'
popularity has had on seif-acceplance :Imm)pi'
chubby girls, letting them dress and act and
walk down the streel the way they feel and are
instead of trying to leck like ‘\’ogue and-or
heing frustrated by the fact thal they can't.)

Janig is of medium helght, with long brown
hair, eyes that squint nicely in a smile, and &
bit of a pug nose. She dresses in clinging
outlits, shiny or headed, which may be cither
dresses from the '20s or pantsiits from the '00s
She adds lots of baubles and bangles - rings
and necklaces in particular,

Her feet are small, and she comes on stage
with baby steps. The moment the music begins,
the Teet are never still, And the rhvthms thai
start there soon spread through the entire bedy.

BODY AND voice combine o make Janis a §

dynramic stage performer without equal on the
seene, certainly at least among while perferim-
ers today, What she communicates 1s rooted in
the blues lradifion of such singera as Billie
Holiday and Bessie Smith, but Lo call it Imita-

remained bung up en drink insiead of drugs,
vou see. She shill likes hier booze in larpe, sweel
doses, somelimes subsiituling henedicline and
hrandy for Southern Comfogl.} And you talk,
Aboul her carly memaries of listening Lo Lead-
polly amd Odelta, Aboul the days just alter
college, roaming, in Texas, New York, San
Franeisea, About the bad time that scared her,
sending her back home o try one moere time to
do the school teachen bit her parenis always
winted, About returmine, 1o music.

About what b all means: “When you walk
on stage and the music slarts behind  you,
there's this leeling, You're full of i, And the
people oul there are pulsing with It, too, And
vou can tetl shether they're with you or not,

JANIS JOPLIN
.. coneert hreal-up

idinm, and I'mt not inlo that yet, You have to
LOOK LIKE yowre groovin' instead of really
doing it o

When the talk Lwns o Retling Stone Maga-
zine, which recontly attacked both Janws and
her new group, she has that not-so-lowgh-afier
all little girt toak thal she semetlaies gels on
stage helween songs: “That hurt me, [t hurt

coach won't iet us younger h It's just like when you're balling with someono;
. - ad mumps on one side of the ; g : '

SOME PEOPLE reag the pitchers throw curve balls, fle 200 yeﬁl,. ggg N()::.(jfhernimi, yos can always 1ell, me a lot, [ was cruel. They should try to help
article about Texas ard took  Says throwmg curve  balis mumps viceine is out aad - v “There was nreporter onee from Glamoeor prapte i Lhe Business, nol castrate ghent™
potice of Johnoy  Winter's  woulil ruln gur arms, His ald- v anua . non  magazine and she asked me, get this, how 18

h mother says one can have T e
fell to b a stae, Ttold hor T wasn'l & slar, 1 FARTHY SIS 1s, 8¢ well as frank, [ieti-

naime. Thev include a prines

or players may throw curve

mumps twice if the adtack in-

wag a singer, When I'moup there, s lhe

rent, a Lile lenwperamental and sensitive. And

n [ 3 h' 1y y ! N .
nan-}e{'j Steve }arm_ w'ho owns al[sﬂ all they wani. How volved only one side. She ] Vhes p [ ang s
a nightclub in New York and  come: A, . " greatest communicilion eyver. Tunny: A seandal macazine once conned 18
Lo wants me to take the vaceing Y X L L
LET way inln an interview will me. 1 talked to

kings Elektra, RCA, (lolumbia
and Atlantic, who are record

. companies.

Steve Paurd flew down to
Texag and found Johnny Win-
ter and flew him to New York,
where he plaved hefore the
kings. Then Sieve Paul lold
the kings that Juhnny Winter
was available.

At 5500.000, RCA dropped
out of the bhiddinz. But the {i-
nal offer of Columbia was
around $609.000. And so evi-
deatly Johmmy Wintar s o
to Hve Rapply ever alfter,

END OF THE fairy tale,
But real lifz i5 a little differ-

DEAR LEE; Your coach Is
Iryicg to save you from pam
and possible permanent dam-
age,

When you throw a baseball
forcefully you start with your
arm hent and end up with the
arm stralght, When you curve
a ball you rotate your forearm
at the same time. This combi-
natlon of movements, together
with the great forces (muscu-
lar and cemrifugal} lavelved,
can damage ligaments ln &
still growing arm ard such
damage may be permanent.

Betier mind your coach; he

shot. Do 1 have o?
CITARLES

DEAR CHARLES: Mumps
nearly always resulls in per-
manent nmueity, and wheth-
er it involves one side or hoth
makes nra difference, In very
few penple the immunity s
weak and they can get a sec.
ond attack. This fs s0 rare that
I'd vole against the shol now,
provided you are certain it
was the mumps yoy had,

(You can write to Dr. Wiile.
ford at GO Magazine, The
Corpus Christi Caller-Times,
B20 N. Lower Broadway.)

A YEAR PASSES, and Janis comes back 10
Chicago, famous now. Bul it's shll the same
Janis, “Give me your phone number and 111
cull you tomorrow murning, We can all po for
breakfagt — somoewhere where we an have
drink."

Over gix vodka - and - orange - Julees, she
st talks about how it feels up theoe on stage:
“Like San Franciseo, They really tove s there,
you know, [ never Joved anyboedy that good —
I've never been [nspired 100 Bat T hope some-
hody Joves me that good some day, You look
out al the audience, and it sure looks like
they're having a pood time. I'd ke lo love
somebidy that much.™

Aboul felevision: TV menr don'l glve a
damn aboul you. II's hard to do TV. You have
o Link in lerms of your outside. H's another

them and everything, and the besl they could
do was headlined 'She Admits She Gels Trounk
Before Going on Stage.' Honest!”

3ul most of all, she's alt Janis, She loves
masic the way she loves Qife and fan and
Suuthern Comlort, Ang paturally il shows b the
wity she sings,

Iven Jerry Wesler, vice president of Allan.
e Records (which has wade a fortiue on
bliack music under his guidance; and producer
of Arctha Franklin, said: *[ don't really bhe-
lieve her. When a person (raly sings the blues,
there's no strain, ne trylng te make It sound
right. [ can always hear Janis stralning, I don't
know, There are people whe think she’s almost
an umwitting parodist.

ol I give anything (o produce her,' ha
added after g short pause, “Anything.”




